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11 Top-Rated Attractions & Things to Do in Squamish,
BC
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Nov 17, 2020

Mountains. Rivers. Trails. Ocean. These four words sum up why Squamish, British Columbia
is the ultimate place for outdoor enthusiasts. There's a reason, after all, that the town's

motto is "Hardwired for Adventure."

Just over an hour north of Vancouver and just under an hour south of Whistler, Squamish is
evolving to become a world-class destination in its own right. With a population of around

20,000 (and counting), Squamish has the charm of a small town, but its attractions are epic
enough to rival any major tourist destination. Its quaint downtown offers plenty of choices for

dining and shopping, while its natural surroundings provide the ultimate backyard for
countless adventures.

Many people used to think of Squamish as a good place to pull over and stretch your legs on
the way up to Whistler, but visitors are starting to realize that you can easily fill days, weeks,
or even months exploring everything that Squamish has to offer. Squamish is no longer just a

pit-stop - it's the end goal.

Whether you're new to the world of outdoor adventure or consider yourself a seasoned pro,
there are plenty of options to keep you busy during your visit to Squamish. For sightseeing

ideas, check out our list of the top things to do in Squamish.

1. Hike the Stawamus Chief

View from atop the Stawamus Chief

The Stawamus Chief is arguably the most iconic landmark in the Squamish area.
It's impossible to miss as you enter town: the granite monolith stands out among all
the other mountains, catching the light in an almost magical way.

There are two ways to experience the Stawamus Chief: If you're an expert rock
climber, you can try your hand at the many routes along the Chief. Otherwise, you
can opt to hike up the mountain, starting with a series of stairs that will get your heart
pounding, then climbing through the trees before reaching the rocky summit.

There are three peaks to explore - many hikers opt to visit only the first peak, which
is the quickest, but each one is well worth exploring. To make it a longer day, you
could even try all three peaks at once, gaining over 600 meters in elevation over
approximately eight kilometers round-trip.

The Stawamus Chief is a difficult hike best suited to people in good physical
condition who are well-prepared with the right footwear and safety equipment. The
trail involves chains and ladders, which make it tricky - but an awful lot of fun!

2. Explore the Lakes at Alice Lake

Alice Lake Provincial Park

At the north end of Squamish sits Alice Lake Provincial Park, a secluded park space
with plenty to see and do. The designated campsites offer the perfect place to pitch
a tent (just be sure to reserve a spot ahead of time), but the park is equally fun for a
few hours of adventure.

There are four freshwater lakes in the park: Alice, Stump, Edith, and Fawn. Alice
Lake is the easiest to access, with parking just a few steps away. If you brought your
hiking shoes, you can explore each of the lakes along the Four Lakes Trail, a six-
kilometer, family-friendly loop through the woods.

3. Watch Kiteboarders at the Spit

A kiteboarder at the Spit

For an entertaining mid-summer afternoon, head out to the Spit to watch the local
kiteboarders work their magic on the Howe Sound. Harnessing the power of the
wind, these kiteboarders can pick up impressive speed as they skip along the ocean.
The colorful sails are mesmerizing, and if you're lucky, you may witness some fancy
aerial trick work.

The Spit can be accessed by car on a long stretch of gravel road-but for an even
more scenic way to the get here, ditch the car and explore the paths of the estuary.
Starting right from downtown Squamish, these easy trails explore the local
marshlands and lead you right to the Spit.

4. Go White-Water Rafting

Rafting on a calm stretch of the Cheakamus River

Even if you're not a seasoned kiteboarder, you can still experience Squamish from
the water. Just book a thrilling white-water river rafting trip along the Elaho River - no
experience is required, although a sense of adventure is highly recommended, as
you'll be paddling through some Class 3 and Class 4 rapids.

For a mellower option that is well-suited to family members ages five and up, a
paddle along the calmer Cheakamus River is just as fun - and you'll still get to
experience some smaller rapids along the way.

Whichever river you tackle, keep your eyes open, as you never know what you'll
see... maybe a bear poking along the shore or an eagle soaring up above!

5. Pan for Gold at the Britannia Mine Museum

Britannia Mine Museum | Jeff Hitchcock / photo modified

Discover elements of Squamish's industrial history with a tour of the Britannia Mine
Museum. Located just south of Squamish in the former mining town of Britannia
Beach, this museum offers plenty of interactive exhibits and is well-suited for visitors
of all ages.

Two special attractions make the Britannia Mine Museum stand out from the rest:
First, the live action show, BOOM! brings history to life in a multi-sensory experience
that engages sight, smell, and (especially) sound. Second, a train ride into the mine
offers an immersive experience that is equal parts educational and entertaining. The
museum is a great way to fill a rainy day.

Address: 1 Forbes Way, Britannia Beach, British Columbia

Official site: https://www.britanniaminemuseum.ca/

6. Kayak in Howe Sound

Howe Sound kayaking

Those with some paddling experience will want to consider renting a kayak for a day
and popping it into Howe Sound to experience the magic of the Pacific Ocean up
close and personal. Head south down the highway to Porteau Cove for an easy
access point.

There is lots to explore, from islands both large and small to the remote shores on
the opposite side of the sound. There's a fairly good chance that you'll spot a playful
seal or two checking you out. If you're super lucky, you may catch a glimpse of
orcas, who have been known to occasionally check into Howe Sound.

Take a look at the tide charts and read up on the marine reports before you go-
conditions can range from smooth and glassy to windy and choppy. Even on sunny
days, the water is rather chilly, so dress appropriately.

If you can't get enough of kayaking in Howe Sound, extend your boat rental and
check out the Sea to Sky Marine Trail. This water route links secluded campsites
and stretches all the way down to Horseshoe Bay. You can explore as little or as
much of it as you want, customizing the trip to suit your schedule, the conditions,
and your own interests.

7. Spot Eagles along the Squamish River

A bald eagle soaring in Squamish

Brackendale-a community at the north end of Squamish - is dubbed as the "World
Eagle Capital." If you visit between November and January, you'll quickly realize why
it has earned this moniker: wintering bald eagles can be seen and heard virtually
everywhere, especially along the Squamish River.

Over a thousand eagles return to Squamish every year. To learn about them,
you'll want to take advantage of the EagleWatch Interpretive Program; this program
is run entirely by volunteers and will not only guide you on where to look but will also
help you understand what it is about Squamish that eagles love so much.

Interpreters are on-hand throughout weekends over the winter along the Eagle Run
dike in Brackendale. If you're visiting at another time, check out the interpretive
signage and displays, which will give you a crash course in all things eagles.

8. Learn to Rock Climb

A climber scales a rock face in Squamish

While the winter season means an influx of eagles to Squamish, the summer season
attracts an entirely different cohort: avid rock climbers on the search for challenging
rock faces, nice weather, and a beautiful backdrop for their adventures. Rock
climbing culture is huge in Squamish, and you don't have to be a pro to get a taste.

Local companies offer introductory courses that can be completed in just a day,
covering basic techniques and showing you the ropes (pun intended). You'll get the
chance to experience Squamish's infamous rocks up close and personal.

Though courses generally run rain or shine, you may prefer to head to the local rock
climbing gym, which offers beginner courses indoors. You can practice your skills
inside, then hire a guide to show you how to apply your newly developed techniques
to outdoor climbs.

9. Rent a Bike (Mountain or Otherwise)

Mountain biking jump in Squamish

In addition to rock climbing, Squamish is well-known for another action sport:
mountain biking. A dizzying network of trails winds through Squamish, stretching
from one end of town to the other - and beyond. Squamish is known for technical
trails featuring gnarly roots, slabs of rocks, challenging climbs, and thrilling descents.

Experienced mountain bikers can rent a bike, grab a map (paper or digital), and
explore to their hearts' content-though be warned that the trail ratings (green, blue,
and black - much like ski runs) may be a little different from what you know. A
"Squamish blue" might feel more like a black run somewhere else. A good approach
is to start with easier trails and work your way up.

Not sure you're ready to tackle Squamish's trails? No worries-rent a cruiser bike and
pedal your way around town. A paved trail, shared between bikers, walkers, runners,
and even horses (see below!), runs just beyond the east side of the highway.

Start at the Adventure Centre across from downtown Squamish, where you can
rent bikes and helmets, then enjoy the ride under a canopy of trees.

10. Try Your Hand at Squamish Ranch Life

Squamish Valley and the Coast Mountains

Don't be surprised if you bump into a horse or two as you explore everything that
Squamish has to offer. There are farms peppered throughout the area - it isn't
unusual to find a small equestrian facility in the middle of a residential neighborhood,
for instance.

For the chance to interact more closely with horses, make your way out to the
Squamish Valley, a secluded slice of paradise that is home to several farms and
ranches. (Pop by the farmers market in downtown Squamish on Saturdays in the
summer to sample some of the delicious produce grown in the valley.)

Some of these ranches offer horseback trail rides for tourists, which is well worth
making time for in your busy Squamish itinerary. There is no better way to explore
the beauty of the Squamish Valley than by horseback, and there are options that are
perfectly suited for total beginners. You'll get the chance to learn some Western
horseback riding techniques; interact with your specially-matched horse; and
experience the local trails, forests, and rivers from a unique vantage point.

Horseback riding is a great option for those seeking a special Squamish activity that
isn't quite so adrenaline-heavy and can be suited to a wide range of ages and
experience levels. Plus, you'll get to see areas of Squamish that few tourists venture
out to but that are just as impressive as its more well-known attractions. Happy trails,
indeed!
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11. Take the Sea to Sky Gondola

Sea to Sky Gondola

Although this should be the top attraction in Squamish, the gondola has twice had
problems with vandalism that has rendered it closed until further notice. The gondola
was closed in 2019 due to vandalism and then again in the fall of 2020.

The quickest way to immerse yourself in the mountains is to hop aboard the Sea to
Sky Gondola, which rises 885 meters above sea level in just 10 minutes. You'll
want to savor each and every minute of the ride, as there is plenty to look at: boats
dotting Howe Sound, hikers weaving through the thick forests below, and views of
popular landmarks like Shannon Falls and the stately Stawamus Chief.

The gondola ride is just one piece of the adventure: once you're at the top, allow
yourself plenty of time to explore. In the summer, hikes range from easy (but always
scenic) short loops to longer, challenging treks-you can even forego the gondola ride
and hike up the mountain instead. In the winter, rent some snowshoes for a romp
through the snow, or pump up the adrenaline with some snow tubing.

There are tons of special events hosted at the gondola throughout the year,
including holiday celebrations, concerts, and possibly the most scenic yoga classes
that you'll ever take. You can fuel up at the lodge before taking the gondola back
down to the base of the mountain.

Address: 36800 BC-99, Squamish, British Columbia

Official site: https://www.seatoskygondola.com/

Where to Stay in Squamish for Sightseeing

When it comes to lodging options, Squamish has a mix of hotels, guesthouses, and
B&Bs but no true luxury hotels or resorts.

Mid-Range Hotels: Sunwolf is a top-rated property in a beautiful location at the
confluence of the Cheakamus and Cheekye Rivers. Set on five acres of
woodland with mountain views, it has plenty of space to just get lost in the
beautiful natural surroundings. Lodging is in 12 cabins, most of which are set
right on the river banks. The cabins are cozy with a rustic ambience. Most
feature kitchenettes. Sunwolf is pet friendly and also caters to families. There is
a restaurant on-site, and bikes can also be rented here.

The most luxe hotel in Squamish is the Executive Suites Hotel & Resort. The
3.5-star property is an all-suite hotel. All the rooms come with full kitchens and
balconies. The property is family friendly with boardgames, books, and DVDs
kids can borrow. It also offers a children's menu in its restaurant. Other
amenities include free parking, a swimming pool, adventure concierge desk,
and spa services.

Highlands B&B is another good mid-range choice. The B&B has a mix of rooms
and suites, all slightly different in decor. Some have full kitchens. The property
features Pacific Ocean views and has a lovely terrace area. The complimentary
breakfast is served in a colorful dining space. Other amenities include a hot tub
and free parking.

Budget Hotels: Squamish Adventure Inn is a great budget choice. It offers a
mix of different sized rooms. Some come with kitchenettes, others feature bunk
beds. Inside a large old home, the property attracts adventure seeking travelers
who like to hang out in the communal areas come evening. All sorts of activities
can be arranged here as well.

Hotel Squamish is another budget hotel option. Rooms feature colorful accents
and framed art on walls. On-site amenities include laundry services, free
parking, and Wi-Fi and baggage storage if you're heading out into the
mountains for a few days. There is also a vending machine should you need a
quick snack or soda.

Right next to a park in downtown Squamish, the August Jack Motor Inn has a
retro vibe to its rooms. The motel is pet friendly and also caters to families with
interconnected rooms available. Should anyone in your party be on the tall side,
the beds here are extra long. Amenities include free parking, a vending
machine, free in-room coffee, and Wi-Fi.
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